A great place for leash

Newly arrived dog owners can find plenty of services and treats for their canine pals. But they might need a little
training themselves.
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The dearth of turf is one of the biggest hurdles facing downtown dogs,
said Janene Zakrajsek, who, with her husband Rob Gaudio, conceived
and created a business called Pussy and Pooch. The couple's flagship
store (another has opened in Long Beach's Belmont Shores
neighborhood) is located in the Santa Fe Lofts building at Sixth and
Main streets.

The sleek, airy space carries a wide variety of food and treats, in price
categories for a range of budgets. Accessories include Buddy Belts,
designed for the ergonomic comfort of dogs and greater control for
their handlers, artfully enameled name tags, elegant pet carriers, and
leads in a rainbow of colors.

To provide a measure of relief from downtown's shortage of grass, the
store carries the PETaPOTTY. The units are designed for dogs who
spend long stretches of time indoors and come in a variety of sizes for
lofts or patios. And, yes, one model comes equipped with a faux fire
hydrant.



Twentysomething entrepreneurs Jessica Medeiros and Joseph Chavanu, who own and operate Jessi Joey's Downtown Dog Sitting, take a different tack.
Their walks are designed to offer a respite from the city streets. The couple said they usually drive their four-legged clients to Echo Park or Vista

Hermosa Park to walk, so the dogs can feel real ground beneath their paws. "That's the hardest part about having dogs downtown," said Chavanu. "No
grass. That, and the traffic."



