VILLAGE

== Search the Site: © Search Downtown LA: @
-'Fﬂv‘ Eavﬂr—\f#%i r‘j Powrtown L. A

HOME NEWS ARTS & CULTURE CALENDAR LISTINGS RESTAURANTS HEALTH CLASSIFIEDS SEARCH DOWNTOWN L.A.

ARCHIVES > OPINION This Week's Issue

Print this story | Email this story | 'H.E—r'Comment (No comments posted.) | mRate | rTTT:JText Size |=TTT.|

f share 0 |Digg |

Catty Shack

A Downtown Pet Boutique Is Feeling Pretty Frisky

by Howard Leff
Published: Friday, June 24, 2011 4:44 PM PDT

OPINION: DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES - They're quite a spectacle, these
creatures with the soft fur, sharp claws, pointy ears, long whiskers and a
penchant for screeching at odd hours of the night.

Today's Weather

Los Angeles, CA
62°F

forecast...

I know what you're thinking: I just took a look at my latest eHarmony
matches. Wrong. Those are, in fact, actual cats, strolling on a recent
weeknight toward the corner of Sixth and Main for a fancy night out.

Cats? On these mean streets?
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Downtown has gained a bit of fame in recent years as a pet-friend| One of the honored guests, and a few humans, at a recent
9 Y P Y Meow Mingle held at Dow ntow n pet supply store Pussy &

neighborhood. Dogs thrive here despite the traffic, congestion and limited Pooch. Photo by Kim Rodgers, Bark Pet Photography,
open space. It's easy to spot them chugging up and down the sidewalks of  parkpetphotography.com

major thoroughfares, happily leading their busy loft-dwelling owners on

daily (and nightly) walks. Dogs, as we all know, are amazing animals that

tend to make the best of any situation, even if it means living in renovated

office buildings.

But even for them, it's a bit of a stretch.
Downtown cats probably make a little more sense.

After all, loft life seems better suited to the feline persuasion. Cats don't
need a lot of space. They can live in your suitcase. They're also
unconcerned with dirt, grass, parks, long walks or chasing tennis balls. A
studio loft is more than enough room for them. Cats look at even the tiniest
of lofts and wonder if they'll ever find the time to see it all. The other end of
the couch? Maybe someday when things are less hectic.

We'll never know how many cats live Downtown. We rarely see them.
They're invisible to the casual observer, going about their secret lives like Navy SEALs or the live-in help at the
Schwarzenegger residence.

They're not really on the Downtown party circuit.

Unless, of course, they're headed over to Pussy & Pooch for one of their posh Meow Mingle Cat Socials. Pussy & Pooch is not
only a fantastic name for a stylish Old Bank District pet boutique, it’s also the very funny punch line to a joke I have not yet
written.

But believe me, I'm trying.

The store, which also hosts the popular Mutt Mingle for dogs (one takes place this week), welcomed about 20 Downtown cats
and their owners on a recent night. While it's easy to imagine a bunch of collies and poodles walking freely and perusing the
fashionable and colorful pet accessories on display, no one really knew what to expect on cat night.

Would they peruse too? Would they strut? Prance? Hide?

All of the above, as it turns out. Some cats arrived in luxurious carriers. A few walked in on a leash. Still others showed up in

the arms of their owners and stayed there, comfortably pampered, for the entire two-hour event. Only a few had the desire to
roam around.

All in attendance remained very well behaved. In fact, the only catfight I witnessed involved two hungry owners and the last
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lemon cupcake, just one of a humber of treats available for the human guests.

Even self-described “cat whisperer,” and perfectly named Jackson Galaxy, was amazed at the lack of kitty calamities. The
furiously tattooed but very gentle host of Animal Planet’s "My Cat From Hell” show, who was a special guest at the event,
admitted to being a bit freaked out by the fact that all these cats were in such close contact without any battles breaking out.

But there they were. Cats including Puma, Lola, Ally and Oliver, normally stuck inside for the evening, were finally seeing the
big city. The Meow Mingle serves another purpose as well, offering proud cat owners a chance to show off their pets and get
an up-close look at the other neighborhood kitties. You certainly don't need a cat to attend. But if you do bring one, make sure
you inquire about the free nail trimmings (for the cats, not you).

Although they didn’t hold a contest for the most striking cat, my vote would have gone to the Sphynx named Vladimir, a pink,
hairless cat with fierce eyes, a pleasant disposition and the charming vibe of a friendly space alien.

Even if you're pet-less, nights like this make P&P a terrific place to hang out, especially for guys, since it turns out many cat BEST OF
owners are young single women. Plus, it's the only pet store that feels more like an art gallery and smells not drastically DGWNTUWN
different from the cosmetics counters at Nordstrom. Close your eyes and you would never imagine you're standing just a few
yards away from actual dog food.

That's partly due to the fact that owner Janene Zakrajsek has created an impeccably clean, colorful and friendly environment.

In fact, if this thing gets any bigger, she may have to put a red rope outside, hire a doorman and start a VIP (Very Important
Pet) list.

On the menu? Dinner, drinks, and of course, a strict two biscuit minimum.

The next Meow Mingle is July 20. The next Mutt Mingle is June 28. Check pussyandpooch.com for the latest in-store events.

page 5,6/27/2011

©Los Angeles Downtown News. Reprinting items retrieved from the archives are for personal use only. They may not be
reproduced or retransmitted without permission of the Los Angeles Downtown News. If you would like to re-distribute anything from
the Los Angeles Downtown News Archives, please call our permissions department at (213) 481-1448.

0 [Dis

X

Mercedes-Benz

[« Previous Article |
The Mayor, the City and the Future

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com

WN L.A. AUTO GROUP


http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fadsys.townnews.com%2fc26567155%2fcreative%2fladowntownnews.com%2f%2bright04%2f219263-1266859262.gif%3fr%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.dtlamotors.com&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fadsys.townnews.com%2fc11315515%2fcreative%2fladowntownnews.com%2f%2bright03%2f158640-1310776320.gif%3fr%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fissuu.com%2fladtn%2fdocs%2fladtn07-18-11%3fmode%3dembed%26documentId%3d080311154822-183d3d8334a544518a0d5e324f2543d4%26pageNumber%3d13%26layout%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fissuu%2fbasicGrey%2flayout.xml&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2fdoc4e050eb6071e0142172936.txt&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2fdoc4e050eb6071e0142172936.txt&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fsharer.php%3fu%3dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.ladowntownnews.com%252Farticles%252F2011%252F06%252F24%252Fopinion%252Fdoc4e0504ddbf00c239213581.txt%26t%3dLos%2520Angeles%2520Downtown%2520News%2520and%2520Information%2520-%2520LA%2520Downtown%2520News%2520Online%2520%253E%2520Archives%2520%253E%2520Opinion%2520%253E%2520Catty%2520Shack%26src%3dsp&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fpussyandpooch.com%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2fdoc4e0504ddbf00c239213581.txt&id=ma-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com

Reader Comments

The follow ing are comments from the readers. In no w ay do they represent the view of ladow ntow nnew s.com. All reader comments are subject to our Terms of
Use. By clicking "Post," you acknow ledge that you have review ed and agree to these Terms.

Submit a Comment

Dow ntow n New s w elcomes comment from anyone and w ill almost alw ays post it w hether it is favorable or critical, as long as it is substantive and advances
debate.

Name:

Email: |'/_ SEﬂmh _‘\\
Downtown LA

Comments:

Go

H Popular Searches

Ensenada Restaurant

Mexican Food & Seafood
517 S Spring St

Los Angeles, CA

(213) 489-2950

MILANO LOFTS

Urban Style Live/Work
Lofts

609 S. Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA
(213) 627-1900

The Loft Expert!

Don't Settle For Anyone
Less Experienced!
849 S. Broadway, #810
Los Angeles, CA

(213) 598-7555

Post Comment

Return to: Opinion « | Home « | Top of Page »

More Enhanced Listings >>

L s

Sections Online Features Services
- Home - Calendar - About Us

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2four_newspaper%2fabout_us%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fcalendar%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.metrobeacon.com%2fsite%2fyp.cfm%3fbrd%3d2978%26pag%3d1012%26showenh%3dy&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.zwire.com%2fsite%2fyp.cfm%3fENH%3d33851%26pag%3d1014%26BRD%3d2978&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.zwire.com%2fsite%2fyp.cfm%3fENH%3d33586%26pag%3d1014%26BRD%3d2978&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.zwire.com%2fsite%2fyp.cfm%3fENH%3d33870%26pag%3d1014%26BRD%3d2978&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
javascript:toggleDisplay('pgmenu')
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2fdoc4e0504ddbf00c239213581.txt%23top&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fterms_of_use&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2fdoc4e0504ddbf00c239213581.txt&id=ma-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com

- News - Online Photo Gallery - Advertise With Us
- Opinion - Special Sections - Letters to the Editor | RSS Feeds - RSS is a format set up
- A&E New s - Syndicated Features - Submit New s, Tips or Ideas

for sharing content on the Web. Click
- Calendar Listings - e-New s Sign Up - e-New s Sign Up ng ;

here to see the sections that are available

- Restaurants - RSS Feeds - Subscriber Services as RSS feeds.

- Development - Rack Locations

- Health - Dow ntow n Links of Interest
- Classifieds - Search Archives

- The List

Copyright © 2011 LA Downtown News Send feedback to realpeople@dow ntownnews.com.
All rights reserved. View the LA Dow ntow n New s's Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. This material may not be broadcast, published, rew ritten or redistributed w ithout w ritten permission.
Powered by TownNews.com

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.townnews.com%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fterms_of_use%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fprivacy_policy%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
mailto:realpeople@downtownnews.com
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2frss%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2frss%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fshared-content%2fsearch%2findex.php%3fsearch%3dadvanced&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2four_newspaper%2flinks%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=https%3a%2f%2fsecure.townnews.com%2fladowntownnews.com%2fsubscriber_services%2fracklocations.php&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=https%3a%2f%2fsecure.townnews.com%2fladowntownnews.com%2fsubscriber_services%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2four_newspaper%2fadvertise%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2frss%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
javascript:void(0)
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fsyndicated_features%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fss.ladowntownnews.com%2fsite%2fdav.cfm%3fbrd%3d2978%26pag%3d1027%26dept_ID%3d669868&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fshared-content%2fgallery%2f%3fgalleryid%3d1&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fthe_list_index%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fadmarket%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fhealth%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fdevelopment%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2frestaurants%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fcalendar%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fentertainment%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fopinion%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2fnews%2f&id=in-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladowntownnews.com%2farticles%2f2011%2f06%2f24%2fopinion%2fdoc4e0504ddbf00c239213581.txt&id=ma-110722030517-fa1f4d40
http://pdfcrowd.com

